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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Convocation, picnic will start new academic year 
President Mark A. Murray will officially start 
the 2005-06 academic year by giving the 
convocation address on Friday, August 26, in 
the Fieldhouse Arena. 
Convocation will begin at 11 a.m. Faculty and 
staff members who will participate in the 
processional should be in the atrium area of 
Henry Hall before 10:45 a.m. A reception 
begins at 9:30 a.m. 
Faculty awards will be presented to Teresa 
Castelao-Lawless and Jolanda Westerhof-
Shultz. 
Castelao-Lawless, associate professor of 
philosophy, will receive the Distinguished 
Contribution in a Discipline Award. She has 
established herself as an excellent teacher, 
colleague and an internationally known and 
respected scholar. Her work has also been 
widely read , referenced and translated into 
numerous languages. Colleagues note that her 
work is distinctive and original, and demon-
strates a deep sympathy and understanding of 
science, technology and the humanities. 
Westerhof-Shultz, associate professor of 
education, will receive the Outstanding 
Teacher Award. 
She was cited for her sense of humor, positive 
attitude, and teaching skills that seem to turn 
student anxiety into student drive. One student 
said, "It has been said that part of a teacher 's 
success can be measured in ' ah-ha' moments 
- Dr. Westerhof-Shultz had the whole class 
caroling 'ah-has ."' 
Seven people will be honored for 25 years of 
service to Grand Valley: Robert J. Cross, 
professor of education; Emily M. 
Droste-Bielak, associate professor of nursing; 
Rita H. Grant, associate professor of 
accounting and taxation; James P. Sanford, 
professor of business law; Nancy N. Shontz, 
professor of biology; Timothy L. Strickler, 
professor of anatomy ; and Kathryn L. 
Waggoner, senior librarian. 
Rob Franciosi, professor of English , will also 
speak as chairman of the University Academic 
Senate. 
File photo 
Faculty members process into the Fieldhouse 
at the 2004 convocation. This year's 
convocation is scheduled for August 26. 
Following the event , the university community 
is invited to a picnic from noon- I :30 p.m. near 
the Cook Carillon Tower. 
···--------------------------
Freshmen football players learn FAST study skills 
A pilot program that teaches study skills to freshmen football players 
may be expanded to all freshmen athletes soon . 
Freshmen Athlete Scholastic Training (FAST) is a cooperative effort 
between the Athletic and English departments. Wendy Hedrick , visiting 
professor of English , approached Damon Arnold, director of Athletic 
Advising, with the idea in the spring. 
"The ultimate goal is to get every freshmen athlete in the program 
before school starts," she said. 
After enthusiastic approval from football coach Chuck Martin and 
Athletic Director Tim Selgo, Hedrick and Arnold began teaching study 
skills and time management skills to 47 freshmen football players. 
The group meets for an hour each day during football camp. Hedrick 
said they will meet again in November, to help prepare student athletes 
for exams . 
"It's my goal that by doing this , the players will enter the classroom, sit 
down and start to study," she said. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Damon Arnold, director of Athletic Advising, helps freshmen football 
players with a time management worksheet during a FAST session in 
the Fieldhouse. 
Arnold said he hopes to eventually offer the class for credit to student 
athletes . 
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Across Campus 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
From left, Laker golfers Laura Leatherman and Melissa Sneller, Trust 
Challenge coach Stacy Slobodnik-Stoll and Laker golfer Michelle 
Boogaard. 
Laker golfers play in 
Founders Trust Challenge 
Three Laker golfers were among the participants in the inaugural 
Founders Trust Challenge, a two-day Ryder Cup-style event that was held 
July 30-31 at the Meadows and Egypt Valley Country Club in Ada. 
Melissa Sneller, current Division II individual champion , won her match , 
6-5. Sneller 's teammates Michelle Boogaard won her singles match, while 
Laura Leatherman lost her match. Stacy Slobodnik-Stoll , the women's golf 
coach at Michigan State, was the coach of the public team . Joan Garety, a 
2005 Michigan Golf Hall of Fame inductee, led the private club team. 
Student raises money for MS, 
earns scholarship 
Heather Lopez, a graduate physical therapy student, is the first recipient 
of a Mary J. Szczepanski "Never Give Up" Scholarship. The scholarship 
fund was created by Rick Szczepanski to honor the memory of his 
mother, Mary, who died from multiple sclerosis in 1995 . Student 
scholarship recipients raise money for the Michigan Chapter of the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Lopez is the first enrolled student to earn the 
scholarship; past recipients have been high school students. 
NSF workshop will aid student learning 
Scott Grissom, associate 
professor of computing and 
information systems, hosted a 
National Science Foundation 
Faculty Enhancement Workshop 
on August 1-5. 
The workshop, "Integrating 
Algorithm Visualization into 
Computer Science Education," 
taught 15 invited faculty from 
across the country how to use 
visualizations and animations to 
increase student learning in 
computer science. 
Grissom 's workshop combined lec-
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Scott Grissom, associate professor of 
computing and information systems, 
led an NSF faculty workshop on using 
animations to increase student 
learning in computer science. 
tures , guest speakers and group activities that allowed participants to create 
their own visualizations. The workshop is supported by a three year NSF grant. 
Agreement reduces fees 
tied to credit card transactions 
The university has entered an agreement with Western Union Speedpay to 
handle all aspects of credit card transactions associated with student accounts. 
While credit cards are a convenient method to pay for tuition, room and 
board , Grand Valley has paid about $600 ,000 in fees to credit card 
companies annually. Credit cards may still be used to pay tuition costs, 
but Speedpay will charge users $15 to process payments . 
The Registrar 's Office suggests making payments with electronic checks, 
checks or money orders through the mail or in person at the Student 
Assistance Centers. 
continues on page 3 
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Volume 30, Number 4 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, ed itor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu . Telephone: 616-331-222 1 . 
Fax: 6 I 6-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution . 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Reminder 
Please RSVP for the annual Faculty/Staff event 
that kicks off our 2005-06 academic year. 
Party on the Plaza 
Thursday,August25,2005 
5-8p.m. 
Great Lakes Plaza* 
Allendale Campus 
If you have not already done so, please send in your RSVP card 
or contact Bonnie Van Liere by e-mail: vanlierb@gvsu.edu 
or by phone 331-2180. 
*The Great Lakes Plaza is bordered by Lake Michigan Hall, Lake Superior 
Hall , Seidman House , Lake Huron Hall and AuSable Hall. 
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What's Ahead 
Smoking cessation pilot 
program starts soon 
sloops@gvsu.edu. After August 27, one name 
will be drawn from each employment group to 
participate. 
Each has their own story and an innate desire 
and ability to create. 
As part of Grand Valley's health and wellness 
initiatives , a pilot program using low-level laser 
therapy for smoking cessation will be offered to 
five faculty or staff members who will be 
selected through a drawing. 
More information about low-level laser therapy 
is online at www.justquitnow.com. 
The exhibition 
runs August 26 
-September 
Art Gallery 
exhibits 'Raw Art' 
23. A public 
reception with 
artists is 
scheduled 
from 5-7 p.m. 
on September 
8. For more 
information 
call the Art 
Gallery at 
x12564. 
Participants in this pilot program will meet with 
Human Resources staff members at regular 
intervals to have their progress monitored. The 
university will pay all fees. 
This pilot program will begin the week of 
September 12. Faculty and staff members who 
are interested must apply by August 27 . Apply 
to enter the drawing by calling Sue Sloop at 
A compelling look at "outsider" art and the 
lives of several self-taught artists who live in 
the Heartside district of Grand Rapids will be 
featured in a new exhibit, "RAW ART: Division 
Avenue Artists." 
The artists selected for this exhibit reflect a 
variety of artistic, physical and mental abilities. 
Art piece by Tim Gunnett. x 12215 or sending an e-mail to 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Students cook with heart and soul at 
Degage Ministries 
Patrons eat and relax in the dining room of Degage Ministries in Grand 
Rapids, where Grand Valley students will soon be planning, cooking 
and serving Monday night meals. 
It looked as though students in the Hospitality and Tourism 
Management program may have been stranded in the kitchen without a 
spatula. Now, they're fully equipped, some of Grand Rapids' hungry will 
be eating the tasty results and the students will learn lessons they 
wouldn't find in a typical classroom. 
When kitchen space for the department's cooking laboratory became 
unavailable , alternative solutions were explored . That led to a partnership 
between Grand Valley and Degage Ministries in Grand Rapids . 
When classes begin , about 15 students in the food and beverage man-
agement program will plan and prepare the evening meal each Monday at 
Degage. The community center, located at 144 S. Division, sees 200 to 
300 people each day, and offers low-cost meals, hygiene services and 
several support programs. 
"Students will be able to learn more than fundamental cooking tech-
niques," said Charles Baker-Clark, chair of the Hospitality and Tourism 
Management department. "They will learn the value of contributing to a 
just and civil society." 
Marge Palmerlee, executive director of Degage Ministries, said she is 
excited about the new partnership with Grand Valley. "Our patrons will 
have the opportunity to experience cuisine like never before," she said. 
"We're excited to offer something of this quality. The students will be 
cooking two entrees and will even be serving the meals on china. We 
usually use disposable plates." 
Palmerlee said the Monday night meals will be like eating in a fine 
restaurant - something the patrons at Degage deserve. 
Wheelchair sports camp 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Participants in the 20th annual Junior Wheelchair Sports Camp play 
soccer in the Fieldhouse during the camp, which ran August 1-5. The 
camp is sponsored by the Grand Rapids Wheelchair Sports 
Association. About 70 campers, ages 6-18, participated. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
James Houston, professor of criminal justice, 
was interviewed by the Spokesman Review in 
Spokane Washington, for a story about repeat 
criminal offenders. 
Jeff Meyer, executive director of the Van Andel 
Global Trade Center, was interviewed by 
WZZM-TV Channel 13 about the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement and other trade 
agreements affecting West Michigan . 
Kris Mullendore, associate professor of 
criminal justice, was interviewed by the Grand 
Rapids Press about Paul Bernard 's decision to 
testify in the trial of the murder of hi s wife. 
Sketches 
Janet Vail , associate professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, presented a paper, 
"Making Lake Michigan Great: Vessel-Based 
Outreach and Education," at the 48th Annual 
Conference of the International Association for 
Great Lakes Research in Ann Arbor. She also 
presented a paper on the Michigan 
Environmental Education Curriculum at the 
Across Campus 
Grad directs 
1 Family Guy• episode 
The long wait is over for Greg Colton, who has 
been directing episodes of the animated 
television series, "Family Guy," for the past 
year. The premiere of the first episode he 
directed, "8 Simples Rules for Buying My 
Teenage Daughter," aired on July 10. 
Colton is a 1998 graduate from the School of 
Communications in Film and Video Production 
with an emphasis in animation . He started out as 
a lip sync artist on South Park and has worked 
on various television shows including the 
Powerpuff Girls, Mucha Lucha, Invader Zim, 
Dilbert and 3-South. 
"I never expected anything, honestly, when I 
moved to California, especially given the odds 
of all the talented people out there ," said Colton. 
"Being a huge fan of Family Guy, I begged to 
work on the show's third season and was hired 
to storyboard." 
annual conference of the Air & Waste 
Management Association in Minneapolis , 
Minnesota. 
Patricia Clark, professor of writing , won 
second place in 2005 Nimrod/Hardman Literary 
Awards for "The Popular Adrift" and other poems. 
Erin Babson, operations manager for the Pew 
Campus and Regional Centers, graduated from a 
professional leadership academy sponsored by the 
Association of Higher Education Facilities Officers. 
She was also appointed as the association's 
certification committee for facilities. 
Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of 
geography and planning, gave a presentation , 
"Culture Briefs : Russia and Central Asia," at a 
Van Andel Global Trade Center workshop. 
David Westerhof-Shultz , director of the 
Language Resource Center, was invited to 
co-produce a series of short documentaries at the 
University of Zagreb in Croatia. The 
documentaries will be used as part of the 
university 's new curriculum on Human Rights 
and Democratic Citizenship. 
Brian Kingshott , assistant professor of criminal 
justice, presented a paper,''Terrorism: The Use of 
a Radiological Device," at the Nuclear Energy 
and Security Conference held at the University 
of Salzburg in Austria. He has also accepted an 
invitation to be an analyst with the United 
Nations Committee on Terrorism. 
Deanna Morse , professor of communications , 
will judge and show her animation work at ani-
mation festivals in Korea and in Russia . 
Craig Benjamin , assistant professor of history, 
wrote a paper, "A Nation of Nomads? The 
Lifeway of the Yuezhi in the Gansu and 
Bactria," published in Toronto Studies in Central 
and Inner Asia. He presented a paper, "Hungry 
for Han Goods . Zhang Qian and the Origins of 
the Silk Roads," at the 11th Annual Central and 
Inner Asia Seminar at the University of Toronto. 
He also chaired a session , "Anthropology and 
Religions Along the Silk Roads ." 
Valerie Peterson, assistant professor, of 
communications , wrote a chapter, '"Ellen ': 
Coming Out and Disappearing," in a book, 
America Viewed and Skewed: Television 
Situation Comedies. 
···-----------------------------
After the third 
season , the show got 
canceled and Colton 
went to work on 
other shows. "I was 
given an insane 
amount of freedom 
and responsibility on 
Powerpuff and 
Mucha Lucha and I 
grew a lot during 
that period ," said Greg Colton 
Colton. "Then, all of 
a sudden Family Guy got renewed due to DVD 
sales and rerun ratings. They wanted me back 
and I was thrilled to go back. At that point, 
directing felt really natural as I was familiar with 
the style and I love working with all aspects of 
production from storyboards, design, editing and 
timing. It really feels great to work with other 
artists to make a great show." 
Colton returned to Grand Valley a few years ago 
to describe his work as a storyboard and layout 
artist to students in the same program he 
graduated from. Deanna Morse, professor of 
communications , shows Colton's demo reel in 
animation classes every year. 
"He took advantage of each assignment in his 
classes, and worked hi s projects to make solid 
portfolio material ," said Morse. "He had a 
quirky sense of humor, great energy for his 
work, was, and is , a very talented cartoonist, and 
as a student, already had a cadre of characters 
that he had designed . I'm not surprised at hi s 
successes." 
Colton would love to get his own series, though 
it 's tough finding time to pitch shows with hi s 
kind of schedule. He plans to work on his own 
projects during hiatus between seasons. "I really 
liked working board driven shows , that is, where 
the storyboard artists also write dialogue , so 
hopefully I will get back into that someday," 
said Colton . "In any case, if I can keep doing 
what I'm doing, it would be great. I don 't want to 
become complacent , so I'm going to keep 
pushing myself and my crew to make things 
look great on each and every episode." 
